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of his pious parents.    From his infancy he was of a complying, winning
humour, and discovered a good genius and a great propensity to learning,
to which of his own motion he turned himself, whilst all his brothers
embraced the profession of arms.    His inclination determined his parents
to send him to Paris in the eighteenth year of his age;  where he entered
the college of St Barbara, and commencing a course of scholastic philosophy,
with incessant pains and incredible ardour, surmounted the first difficulties
of the crabbed and subtle questions with which the entrance to logic was
paved.   His faculties were hereby opened, and his penetration and judgment
exceedingly improved;  and the applause which he received agreeably flat-
tered his vanity, which passion he was not aware of, persuading himself
that to raise his fortune in the world was a commendable pursuit.   Having
studied philosophy for two years he proceeded master of arts;  then taught
philosophy at Beauvais college, though he still lived in that of St Barbara.
St Ignatius came to Paris in 1528 with a view to finish his studies,
and after some time entered himself pensioner in the college of St Barbara.
This holy man had conceived a desire of forming a society wholly devoted
to the salvation of souls;  and being taken with the qualifications of Peter
Faber, called in French Le Fevre, a Savoyard, and Francis Xavier, who
had been school-fellows, and still lived in the same college, endeavoured to
gain their concurrence in this holy project.   Faber, who was not enamoured
of the world, resigned himself without opposition.    But Francis, whose
head was full of ambitious thoughts, made a long and vigorous resistance,
and bantered and rallied Ignatius on all occasions, ridiculing the meanness
and poverty in which he lived as a degenerate lowness of souL    Ignatius
repaid his contempt with meekness and kindness, and continued to repeat
sometimes to him, " What will it profit a man to gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul ? "   This made no impression on one who was dazzled
with vainglory and, under pretences, joined false maxims of worldly decency
in his idea of Christian virtue.   Ignatius assaulting him on the weaker
side, often congratulated him for his talents and learning, applauded his
lectures and made it his business to procure him scholars; also on a certain
occasion when he was in necessity, he furnished him with money.   Francis,
having a generous soul, was moved with gratitude, and considered that
Ignatius was of great birth, and that only the fear of God had inspired
him with the choice of the life which he led.    He began, therefore, to
look on Ignatius with other eyes, and to hearken to his discourses.    At
that time certain emissaries of the Lutherans secretly scattered their errors
among the students at Paris, in so dexterous a manner as to make them
appear plausible, and Xavier, who was naturally curious, took pleasure in
hearing these novelties, till Ignatius put him upon his guard.   Sometime
after this, having one day found Xavier more than ordinarily attentive,
he repeated to him these words more forcibly than ever, " What will it